Table of Contents
Overview of the Exhibition

2

Meet the Curator

3

The Venue

4

The Sponsors

5

Meet the Makers
Adele Stanley

7

Áine Ryan

9

Ann Marsh

11

Cathy Hayden

13

Cora Cummins

15

Eamonn Terry

17

Eileen Singleton

19

Frank Cullinane

21

Fred O'Mahony

23

Gemma O Leary

25

James Mc Donald

27

Jane Jermyn

29

Kathleen Dobbyn

31

Kathrin Greif-Maher

33

Laura McNamara

35

Paula Ilecka- Jozwiak

37

Shelia Naughton

39

Vivien O'Malley

41

Exhibition Photography by Roland Paschoff
1

The Exhibition
The Waterford Designers & Makers Exhibition, celebrating creativity in
craft and design talents in Waterford City and County. Hosted in the
Waterford Gallery of Art on O’Connell Street, Waterford City, the
exhibition showcases the work of eighteen Waterford makers, and will
be open to the public on selected dates from the 18th May to the 25th of
June 2022.
The collection features glass works, basket weaving, leather goods,
jewellery, woodturning, furniture, porcelain, and ceramics.
Creative Ireland Waterford and the Waterford Local Enterprise Office
collaborated on this project with the aim of supporting the wealth of
talent and creativity in the designer and makers community in Waterford
City and County.
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The Curator
Vincent O Shea is a highly experienced Project Manager and Curator. He
was the founding Programme Manager of the National Craft Gallery and
developed a national and international exhibitions programme during his
nine-year tenure there. He has worked with, mentored and provided
training for makers throughout Ireland. While working with the Crafts
Council of Ireland he established the National Craft Collection in
partnership with the National Museum of Ireland.

Curator’s Introduction
It has been a wonderful opportunity to work with so many distinctly
talented makers who live in, or are inspired by, their lives in Waterford.
There are many stories in each of the pieces in this exhibition and if you
look very closely you will see your county in the gesture, colour and
materials used in each work.
I have learned about the industrial and rural history of the county
through my conversations with makers, the legacy of glass making, the
tanneries of Waterford, fishing, tourism and hospitality. I even found
myself sharing stories with my family of how the light and colour of a
specific landscape, regularly carpeted by dense fog, inspires the work of
one maker.
You will see the finest glass, beautifully designed and made furniture and
jewellery, an array of spectacular ceramics ranging from functional works
you will want in your homes right away, to pieces infused with such
character and artistry, they will evoke wonder. Many of the works pull us
into the Waterford landscape with colours from the fields and ditches,
forms from the beaches, reminders of sunny days and pieces that tug you
back to farming, memory and generational experience. I invite you look
closely at every piece and relish the experience of exploring County
Waterford through this exhibition.
33

The Venue – Waterford Gallery of Art
The Waterford Gallery of Art, 31-32 O’Connell Street, is a former bank
building built in 1845 and now the home of the Waterford Collection of
Art. The building was designed by the Waterford born architect Thomas
Jackson (1807 - 1890). Architecturally, this classical style building retains
many of its original features and is a significant reminder of the
prosperity present within the area in the mid-nineteenth century.
The Waterford Collection of Art, formerly known as ‘The Waterford
Municipal Art Collection’, is acknowledged as one of the oldest and best
municipal collections of art in Ireland. Originally founded as the
Waterford Art Museum in 1939, the collection has grown considerably
since and it now comprises over 500 works of art.
www.waterfordgalleryofart.com

44

The Sponsors
Creative Ireland Waterford
Creative Ireland is a five-year programme which connects people,
creativity and wellbeing. It is culture based programme that inspires and
transforms people, places and communities through creativity. Under its
Creative Communities pillar, Creative Waterford funds programmes and
events that enhance creativity and wellness at local level through our
annual “Open Call” as well as social, economic, environmental and
cultural projects in Waterford City and County.

Local Enterprise Office Waterford
Waterford Local Enterprise Office assists people who wish to start a
business, expand an existing business and reach new markets. The LEO
provides advice, information and support to those who are starting up or
growing a business.
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Meet the Makers

Fred O’Mahony – Wood turner
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Adele Stanley

Adele Stanley is a ceramic artist based in Mahon Bridge. Adele studied
ceramics at the National College of Art and Design in Dublin and the
Cardiff School of Art and Design in Wales.
Adele makes a range of functional porcelain objects that are inspired
by simplicity of form, clean lines, and bright colour. She strives to make
useful, simple objects that people can enjoy and use every day.
The forms are slip cast using liquid porcelain, and once dried and finished,
are painted with layers of coloured slips to create vivid surfaces. The
coloured clay is sanded and left unglazed, enhancing its tactile quality,
and is contrasted with shiny glazed surfaces. The pieces are fine and light
but also robust and durable.
www.adelestanley.com
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Áine Ryan

Áine Ryan is based in Ballymacarbry, West Waterford and graduated as a
mature student from Crawford College of Art and Design in Cork in 2021
with a degree in Contemporary Applied Art in glass, ceramics, and
textiles.
By looking to her past and rural upbringing, she explores the complex ties
that bind us to past generations, traditions, and the physical landscape.
She tries to understand the love-hate relationship she feels exists with
the land as both a lover and a slave to it.
Using glass as her medium, Áine’s work highlights the fragile connections
that exist between the past and our intangible cultural heritage.
Conversely, it’s the durability of glass that also illustrates how strongly
these connections are felt by those raised on the land. Universal themes
of identity, belonging, and place can be found within Áine’s work - her
sites of memory.
www.aineryanart.wordpress.com
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Ann Marsh

Ann Marsh graduated from the Waterford Institute of Technology in
1985 and pursued a career in Graphic Design. She set up a design studio
in Cork in 1987 and had a successful business in Design for 15 years.
After a move to Waterford with her family in 2000, she decided to change
direction and did a course in Grennan Mills, Thomastown, Kilkenny and
then pursued private tuition in Ceramics for four years. She now has a
studio based in Waterford City.
Ann’s work is both Design and Art lead. She produces hand built vessels
in Stoneware using the coiling method and designs stand-alone pieces
but also works in pairs. Ann is very interested in manipulating clay and
enhancing the pieces by sculpting vessels that represent a connection,
through a dynamic of movement and form.
www.annmarshceramics.com
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Cathy Hayden

Based in Drumcannon, Tramore, Cathy Hayden has been basketmaking,
on and off, for over 35 years. Cathy started at night classes in Dublin
followed by an apprenticeship with Joe Shanahan in Carrick-on-Suir. Joe
was the last of several generations of basket makers. With Joe she
learned how to make traditional, strong, rustic baskets like the herring
cran, eel traps, log baskets and Moses’ baskets.
Over the years Cathy has worked with many amazing basket makers,
always more to learn, lots of inspiration and excitement at all the
possibilities. Cathy still makes traditional baskets but also really enjoys
the more creative, contemporary work.
Cathy grows 12 varieties of willow in Drumcannon and finds it a joy every
winter to harvest her own material. Basketmaking has been a gift to
Cathy, from the people she has met, the places she has been and the
challenges it has given her. She’s loving it more than ever these days!
www.facebook.com/cathyhaydenbasketmaker
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Cora Cummins

Cora Cummins is a ceramic artist and teacher living in Villierstown, Co.
Waterford. Her work is formed using the slow process of slab and coil
building. Using only her hands and very limited tools, she is fully
connected to the materials she uses. Cora views her method of working
as an active form of meditation. Using her forms as her canvas, she layers
up washes of coloured slips and underglaze. This play with colour is an
expression of how unwanted thoughts can take over the mind so it can
feel challenging at times to achieve a balance.
Using a grogged white Earthstone clay, Cora’s work is unglazed to reveal
the subtle raw texture of the surface. Working in groups, each piece is
unique, yet complements each other as a series of works.
Finding her way back to clay and honouring her innate need to create,
has been a gift to Cora that she wants to share with others who connect
with her work. Being able to stop, make and understand the power of
being still with her, was the beginning of a new journey of selfdiscovery and development of Cora’s current collection.
www.instagram.com/coracumminsceramics/
1515
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Eamonn Terry

Criostal na Rinne is a hand cut crystal studio workshop situated in
Ireland's Ancient East in the picturesque Irish-speaking area of An Rinn,
the Waterford Gaeltacht. Eamonn Terry, a master craftsman glasscutter
of over 50 years’ experience, started his career with Waterford Crystal
before establishing Criostal na Rinne in 1987, producing Irish crystal of
breathtaking quality and beauty.
From their small, family-run workshop in An Rinn, Co. Waterford, they
craft precise hand cut crystal products for discerning customers around
the world. The products they make are stories made physical. More than
just useful objects, customers create meaningful connection with their
rich culture, history, nature and language.
www.criostal.com
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Eileen Singleton

Eileen Singleton’s work is a reflection of the colours and textures she sees
in her local landscapes which she observes during her daily walks. She
lives in the rolling hills of west Waterford between the mountains and
the sea.
Eileen’s slab built ceramic pieces are a recording of her experience of a
particular place. As she walks, she observes her surroundings both in
detail and expansive views and combines this visual journey into a piece
of work. She uses a range of mark making techniques, including
manipulating, tearing, and stretching the clay to recreate the textures of
the landscape. She loves exploring and capturing texture in clay and loves
the making process, the qualities of the material, the plasticity, strength
and malleability of the clay.
She uses raku clay which is fired to earthenware temperature and
underglaze colour is added in repeated firings to build up colour and
texture.
www.facebook.com/Singleton.Ceramics
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Frank Cullinane

Frank began honing his skills in the leather industry commencing as a
Leather Technician in Irish Leathers, Portlaw, County Waterford.
Following its closure in the eighties Frank went on to work in Dundalk at
one of the biggest Leather Handbag manufacturers in Ireland and learned
all aspects of the handbag trade.
Feene Leathers was launched in 1988 in Coolfin, Portlaw, Waterford,
producing a range of unique leather handbags, purses, and belts for the
fashion industry. All Feene Leather styles are based on the simple and
clear principal of combining the highest quality leather with
complementary materials. This fusion of materials ensures an elegant,
original, and functional product.
Having worked with leather as a career, creating leather goods is an
extension of Franks’ knowledge of the leather industry. He gets great
pride in every finished product.
feene3246@gmail.com / 086 338 6380
2121
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Fred O’Mahony

Fred O’Mahony is an Irish Woodturner who has been working and
developing his skills for the last 30 years. His passion for his craft shows
in the innovative products and gifts he produces in his studio overlooking
the river Suir, using selected renewable Irish native hardwoods which
have been sustainably sourced.
Fred creates hand turned functional and artistic pieces from locally
sourced Irish Native Hardwoods, e.g., Bowls, Platters of various sizes for
tableware, and food purposes. All pieces are designed to be functional
and contemporary. His salad bowls are produced in either Olive Ash or
Beech and finished in food-safe oil.
Designed to enhance any kitchen or dining room table, with prices to suit
any pocket, Fred’s products make ideal gifts for any occasion and are
available to purchase online or in selected retailers around in Ireland.
Bespoke commissioned pieces can be ordered on request.
www.fredomahonywoodturning.com
2323
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Gemma O Leary

Goldsmith Gemma O Leary is based in Ferrybank and was born in
Burnfort, County Cork. Her professional journey began with various
courses & Internships in Canada, Scotland and Dublin.
She launched the jewellery brand INNER ISLAND in April 2015 which has
amassed a worldwide fan base. Gemma has received many awards and
accolades. Most recently named jeweller of the year at the "Irish Made
Awards 21".
Her work has been shown in many institutions such as The National
Museum of Ireland, Hillwood Museum in Washington DC and The
Embassy of Ireland in Paris. Gemma works with silver and gold and is
inspired by texture & shape in nature and distilling it down to its simplest
form. All pieces are available to purchase.
www.innerisland.ie
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James McDonald

Dunmore East native James McDonald is a furniture designer who
graduated from the furniture design course in CSN in 2020. McDonald
has received numerous awards for his work including ‘CCD Emerging
Craftsperson of the Year’ two years in a row, as well as the DCCI Future
Makers Award. He has an honours degree in architecture, having
graduated from UCC in 2018.
The furniture he creates is designed for comfort and functionality, while
the forms and textures he experiments with enhances the sensory
experience. His designs and processes are influenced by his architectural
background which is evident in his work.
Instagram @jmcdfurniture
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Jane Jermyn

Jane Jermyn has been living in Lismore since 2003. She began studying
ceramics in her mid 40’s, receiving her MA from the National College of
Art, Dublin in 2009.
She has travelled the world taking part in Symposia, Workshops and
Residencies in over 15 countries including Cuba, Siberia, much of Europe
and South Africa, as well as demonstrating at International ceramics
festivals in the UK, Japan, South Korea and India.
Jane has exhibited in numerous exhibitions in Ireland and abroad. Since
2017 she has been an elected member of the International Academy of
Ceramics based in Geneva. Jane's latest body of work is a homage to
Ernst Haeckel, the 19th Century German biologist, naturalist, and
artist. During his lifetime Haeckel made numerous images. These
illustrations are a source of continuing inspiration. The pieces are either
hand-built by a coiling and pinching method or slip-cast in porcelain.
www.janejermynceramics.com
www.markethousecraftworks.ie
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Kathleen Dobbyn

Kathleen Dobbyn lives in Old Parish, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford. She
studied Art (Fine art Printmaking) at the Limerick College of Art & Design
before training as an art teacher. She has been teaching art in Dungarvan
college for the past 20 yrs. Having always had a love of ceramics she
began studying Ceramics at Crawford College of Art in 2018 and received
a certificate in Ceramics. She works full time as a teacher of art and is
currently starting to build a body of her own painting and ceramic work.
Kathleen has always been interested in nature especially the Landscape
that surrounds where she lives in West Waterford, and this has been the
inspiration for her work.
The forms are slip cast using liquid Porcelain, and once bisque fired, they
become the canvas to create the secluded, calm, and serene scenes using
brush on underglazes. She applies the underglazes like watercolour
paints mixing and layering on colour to create depth and atmosphere.
The outside is left unglazed enhancing the quality of the porcelain, the
inside is glazed for functional purposes.
www.facebook.com/kathleendobbynartist
3131
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Kathrin Greif-Maher

Kathrin Greif-Maher is a German graphic designer, based in Tramore, Co.
Waterford since 2014. She has been designing personal and corporate
designs for over 25 years. Working for international agency networks
designing for global brands she got a good insight in all things marketing
and design which she needed for her new venture, ‘LoveTramore’.
Kathrin designs Tramore-related homeware & gifts. She illustrates and
designs her textiles and makes products from them. Every handsewn
item is unique: pouches, bags, tea towels, pillowcases. She also sells
snoods, illustrations printed in poster formats, on notebook covers and
postcards.
Kathrin is passionate about her more tactile side of design and 'making'
things. “I am experimenting, illustrating and creating patterns” she says.
“People seem to like my simplistic and flat designs... and I just love to be
inspired by the things I see around me like patterns in the sand landscapes or just things you find along the beach…”
www.lovetramore.ie
3333
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Laura McNamara

Laura McNamara is a ceramic artist based in Dungarvan County
Waterford. Laura graduated from The Limerick School of Art and Design
in 2010. Her work has won several awards and featured in exhibitions.
Laura works primarily with porcelain and stoneware clays, hand building
sculptural ceramics. In her current work she is considering the bond that
we have with nature. She is using inspiration from microscopic plant
imagery to explore the multi-layered facets of life and our connected
relationship with the natural world.

www.lauramcnamara.ie
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Paula Ilecka-Jozwiak

Originally from Poland, Paula Ilecka-Jozwiak obtained a Master of Arts at
the Academy of Fine Arts in Ceramics Design in Wroclaw, with a Rector's
honourable mention. Now living in County Waterford, Paula received the
Ceramics Ireland "The Irish Contemporary Ceramics Awards" in 2011 and
exhibits her work nationally and internationally.
Her works are inspired by pre-historic Pomeranian ceramics (Iron Age in
Central Europe, 8th-2nd century BC). Particular admiration was aroused
by the burial vessels with faces, individual physiognomy and often
decorated with jewellery, found in tombs made of stone and earth, in
among others, at present-day Poland.
The artist undertook a kind of reconstruction where she used modern
day methods and technologies to give the ancient works a new
contemporary look. While original works were hand-built of clay, and
illustrations on the urns were mostly engraved, Paula uses porcelain slip
to form the fine cast body and paints her pieces with underglaze.
www.ceramika.eu
37
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Sheila Naughton

Based in Waterford City and a native of Dublin, Sheila Naughton is an
Honours graduate of NCAD, Dublin and ECAL, Lausanne, Switzerland.
With a background in design, Sheila worked in industry and education for
over twenty-five years. Since 2010 she has been working as a visual artist.
“I am interested in the nature of human experience. Through abstract
painting and drawing I try to convey meaning and sensation. I work
mainly with watercolour and gouache on paper”.
“The Darkest Night” is a series of works created in response to the
current states of turmoil in our world. Pandemic, climate change and war
have come together to create a sense of darkness and foreboding. Our
very existence is under threat, but in the darkness, there are glimmers of
hope.
Sheila is an associate artist at The Olivier Cornet Gallery in Dublin and will
have a solo show there in November 2022.
www.sheilanaughton.com
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Vivien O’Malley

Vivien O’Malley creates handcrafted ceramics from her studio in Dunhill,
Co. Waterford. She has several collections, each unique in its form and
texture. Glaze has also a huge role to play in her work. She tries to bring
in colours and combinations that inspires her from her walks along the
cliffs and mountains. She loves to create pieces that bring a touch of the
Irish coast and mountains through her homeware. From her Tidal bowls,
Corroded bottles to lighting and Lichen wall art.
Growing up in a creative home; it was unsurprising she became
interested in the artistic life and fell in love with pottery. In the years that
followed she attended LSAD and Dccoi’s Ceramic Skills and Design
Course. Added to this some years of travelling and further education in
international pottery techniques and design, she has now set up her
dream studio where she both creates and teaches ceramics.
www.vivienomalleyceramics.com
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